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Course Title European Union, Middle East and Cyprus 

Course Code JOU380 

Course Type Compulsory 

Level Bachelor 

Year / Semester 3rd/ Spring 

Teacher’s Name Dr Emilios Charalambides 

ECTS 6 Lectures / week 3 Laboratories / 
week 

 

Course Purpose 
and Objectives 

The focus of the course relates to the history, the role, the functions and the 

possibilities of the European Union, so as to the importance of the Middle 

East as a significant player in global politics. The part of Cyprus between the 

two worlds. 

Learning 
Outcomes 

By the end of the course, the students should be able to: 

1. Explain the historical configuration of European Union, the structure, 

operation and the role of institutional bodies of European Union. 

2. Introduction to the Middle East, peace keeping procedure in the Middle 

East, Jerusalem, Zionism – Arabic nationalism, Jihad, Ottoman empire 

– Turkish Republic. The relations of the Arabic world with Turkey, 

Greece and Cyprus. 

3. Analyze the political development in the area of the eastern 

Mediterranean in the 20th century. 

4. Evaluate the procedures and contradictions of modernization of the 

Arabic world, the role of Israel, Cyprus, Greece and Turkey in the 

specific area, and the relations of the area with the western world in the 

context of the international system. 

5. Use the knowledge for the historical development and the institutional 

frame of European Union in order to explain the political and socio-

economic unification activities, the developments and tendencies of 

European Union. 

6. Analyze the developments in the space of European Union and their 

likely effects in the international space and particularly in our region, in 

Cyprus and in the Cypriot problem. 

7. Evaluate the political and socio-economic questions in the space of 

European Union and develop the faculty of conduct of exploratory 

journalism for European subjects.  



8. Create journalistic texts, news, reportage, analyses, articles, comments 

on European subjects and be able to present them in the Means of Mass 

Communication.  

Prerequisites None Required None 

Course Content Foundation of European Economic Community:  The idea of united Europe, the 

foundation, structure and operation of European Economic Community.  

Institutional bodies of European Union:  The role and the powers of European 

Committee, European Council, European Parliament and European Court.  

Economic and Monetary Union:  The European Monetary System, the 

European Monetary Unit, the treaty of Maastricht, Euro.  

Process of enlargement of European Union:  Decisions of European Council 

Helsinki, criteria of integration, European Vested.  

Cyprus and European Union:  The relations of European Union and Cyprus, 

Customs Union 1972, the application of integration of Cyprus, the process of 

harmonization and the integration of Cyprus on the 1st of May 2004.  

Cyprus problem and European Union: The places of European Union in the 
Cypriot problem, the application of integration of Turkey and its obligations 
toward Cyprus and European Union. 

Islam, Theology, Morals and Power. The Arabic nationalism, the Arabic 

socialism. The Islamic extremism.  

Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Israel, Palestine.  

The Ottoman Empire, the Turkish Republic.  

The relations of the Arabs with Turkey, Greece and Cyprus.  

Terrorism.  

Racism.  

The role of the woman in Islam.  

Immigration policies – refugee crisis. 

Teaching 
Methodology 

The teaching methods that we are using during the lesson periods are 

lectures, discussions, power point presentations, individual and group 

projects. Lectures are supplemented with film presentations and panel 

discussions. 
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Assessment Methods: Students are assessed with coursework that involves homework 

assignments and class participation, a midterm and a final exam. Students are 

assessed continuously and their knowledge is checked through tests with their 

assessment weight, date and time being set at the beginning of the semester 

via the course syllabus. Students are prepared for final exam, by revision on 

the matter taught and are trained to be able to deal with time constraints and 

revision timetable. The final assessment of the students is formative and 

cumulative and is assured to comply with the subject’s expected learning 

outcomes and the quality of the course. 

 
Students are assessed on the following: 
 
Knowledge and understanding      - 30% 
In – depth knowledge and understanding towards the relevant topics of interest. 
Research and Analytical Skills      - 40% 
Competence in research methods and ability of evaluating the results. The 
possibility of using them in different ways. 
Presentation and Communication - 30% 



 Able to explain and defend the solutions given by them in a way to transmit 

the knowledge achieved beforehand. 

 

Assessment criteria are available in each written assignment, midterm or in 

the final exam.  

 

Weights:  

Final Exam 50 %  

Mid-term 25 %  
Homework assignments and participation 25 % 

Language 
Greek 

 
 
 


