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Course Purpose 
Regional development is one of the key factors for the social and economic 
cohesion of a country, with primary goals including improving 
competitiveness, developing infrastructure, and ensuring a positive impact 
on employment. The implementation of regional policy in the European 
Union (EU) is the main pillar of its development policy. Over the past two 
decades, there has been a particular emphasis by the governments of 
member states on designing policies to mitigate regional disparities. The 
primary goal of these policies was the development of regions, or otherwise 
their economic convergence. 
The purpose of the course is for students to a) understand the concept of 

the region and the spatial regionalization, b) to delve thetheories of spatial 

planning and regional development, regional inequalities, regional policy of 

the European Union, regional development strategies, strategy and policy 

tools for regional development, quantitative methods and techniques of 

regional analysis, c) to understand the concepts of space, interregionaland 

intra-regional inequalities, the evaluation of regional and development 

programs and development indicators, d) to delve the role of natural 

resources in regional development, but also the effects of regional 

development programs on the environment, as well as the modern 

institutional framework of regionaldevelopment both in EU member states 

and internationally. 

Learning 
Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

• Define the concepts of spatial dimension of development and regional 
development. 

• Utilize available technology to gather data concerning regional 
development and the implementation of regional policy. 

• Appreciate the importance of regional development in achieving balanced 
development within a country. 

• Promote sustainable development and the attainment of sustainable 
development goals. 

• Examine possibilities for mitigating regional disparities to achieve balanced 



development within a country. 

• Development regional and developmental programs. 

• Analyze the impacts of regional and developmental programs on the 
environment. 

• Collaborate with other professionals and authorities in the field of regional 
development. 

• Development innovative solutions for the design and evaluation of 
developmental programs and their impacts on society, economy, and the 
environment. 

• Highlight the social role of specialists in regional development and how 
they can contribute to balanced development within a country. 

• Identify professional opportunities as specialists in regional development, 
researchers, consultants, evaluators of regional development programs, or 
trainers. 

• Manage data and information to address the contemporary challenges of 

our society, offering the knowledge and skills required for effective 

management of developmental programs and their impacts on the 

environment. 

•  

Prerequisites  Corequisites   

Course Content 
•The concepts of space and development  

• Analysis of basic concepts of Regional Science 

• Quantitative analysis of regional inequalities and spatial relationships 

• Regional inequalities in Europe  

• Theories of regional development 

•Location of Businesses and Productive Activities 

• Regional policy and regional programming 

• The regional distribution of public investments - Regional Operational 

Programs  

• The Concept of Rural Areas and the Urbanization Process 

• Infrastructure and regional development  

• Natural resources and Natural Environment  

•Greening the economy-Population and Environment-Agriculture, Food and 



Environment  

•Study and Repetition Week for the Final Examination 

 

Teaching 
Methodology 

Distance Learning. 

The course will provide the theoretical background through synchronous 

and asynchronous communication methods. The set of learning activities is 

supported by an electronic communication and learning platform. 

The main learning activities of the course are as follows: 

1. Study of the required course literature. 

2. Presentations of content or main points or specific studies in various 

formats (PowerPoint, oral presentations). 

3. Formulation and resolution of questions in a specialized forum. 

4. Questions, quizzes, exercises, position papers, and other self-

assessments. 

5. Preparation of course assignments. 

6. Participation in fifth video conferences. 
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Assessment • Final exam (50%) 

• 2 evaluative assignments (30% + 10% = 40%) 

• 2 interactive online activities (5% + 5% = 15%) 

 

All assignments (except for the final exam) are assigned and submitted on 

the electronic platform, where they undergo plagiarism checks using the 

Turnitin tool. The final exam is developed by the instructor and completed by 

the students on a special platform exclusively used for examinations. 

 

Students have 2 weeks to complete each interactive online activity (total 

duration 4 weeks) and 3 weeks to submit each evaluative assignment (total 

duration 7 weeks). It is at the discretion of the instructor to decide whether to 

grant an extension for assignment submission. 
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