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Course Purpose 
This course is compulsory and will be offered during Spring Semester. It 

focuses on issues that are in the core of the Master's Program. It has been 

designed to equip students with the skills to understand the mechanisms 

developed at national, European, and global levels for addressing 

contemporary environmental challenges and particularly climate change. 

Students are expected to be in position to analyse and evaluate the structure, 

content, effectiveness, and adequacy of these mechanisms. They will also 

become familiar with decision-making processes for important environmental 

issues and be able to assess them, particularly in relation to public 

involvement. The course places emphasis on understanding and critically 

analysing the principles and key pillars of the European Union's new 

development model, the Green Deal. Through the course, students will also 

get familiarised with the financial tools that are available to support the 

implementation of environmental policies at the European level and develop 

skills enabling them to utilize these tools. For this purpose, students will have 

the opportunity to collaborate creatively in groups and participate virtually in 

all stages of preparing and submitting proposals for funding: from conceiving 

the idea to preparing the methodology, describing the proposed actions, the 

desirable deliverables, and budget. 

Learning 
Outcomes 

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to: 

• Define the mechanisms developed at national, European, and global 

levels for addressing contemporary environmental challenges, 

particularly climate change. 

• Critically evaluate the structure, content, effectiveness, and adequacy of 

these mechanisms. 

• Analyse decision-making processes for important environmental issues 

and evaluate them, particularly in relation of public involvement. 

• Reflect on their own responsibility and the responsibility of citizens 

regarding the formulation and implementation of policies promoting 

sustainable development and addressing climate change. 

• Recognize the main characteristics of the European Union's Green Deal 

that distinguish it at the global level and evaluate its impact on the 

development of its member states. 



• Identify the financial tools supporting the implementation of 

environmental policies at the European level. 

• Collaborate in groups to prepare competitive proposals for securing 

funding, through these financial tools. 

• Participate in green competitive funding programs and get familiarised 

with green project implementation processes. 

Prerequisites None  Corequisites  None 

Course Content 
The course provides knowledge and understanding on how 

policy/governance serves as a tool for implementing long-term goals and 

visions aiming at environmental conservation and improving the quality of life 

for citizens. International environmental conventions and agreements, as well 

as EU actions such as the Green Deal, the Biodiversity Strategy, Climate 

Action are explained, and through these, students become familiarised with 

concepts such as circular economy, sustainable development, and 

sustainability. Throughout the course, students are expected to develop 

critical thinking, present their opinions, and stimulate discussion on issues 

that directly or indirectly concern them, as well as to understand the tools that 

the EU offers for creating new job positions related to environmental 

conservation and improving quality of life. 

Teaching 
Methodology 

The course is structured and developed based on the principles of distance 

learning, best practices, as well as the guidelines of the Evaluation Body and 

finally the Pedagogical Framework developed and implemented by our 

University. Moreover, through the design and development of distance 

learning courses, modern synchronous and asynchronous interaction, 

communication, and collaboration are taken into account on three levels: 1) 

between instructor and student, 2) among students, and 3) between students 

and content. 

The course is entirely taught online via the Moodle LMS platform. Mandatory, 

optional, and additional bibliography (e.g., books, articles, links, open 

educational resources, case studies) combined with notes, course 

presentations, and recommendations for reading (bibliography) are available 

to students through the online platform. Additionally, a variety of appropriate 

educational materials are provided via the online platform in the form of 

presentations with notes, narrated presentations, interactive presentations 

and videos, interactive learning scenarios, gamification activities, avatars, 

digital twins, audio files, and online quizzes. Various online tools, new and 

emerging technologies, such as communication tools (e.g., teleconferencing, 

chat rooms), collaboration tools (e.g., discussion forums, blogs, wikis), as well 

as content development tools, are utilized. Students are encouraged through 

the platform and various technological tools to interact with their peers and 

the instructor, aiming to become active members of the online learning 

community created within the course. Finally, using various technological 

tools, each student is expected to create their own online learning community. 

For more information about distance education at Frederick University, the 

Pedagogical Background developed and implemented, as well as the toolbox 

used, you can find it at the following link. 



About Distance Learning - Frederick University 
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• Find your EU funding programme for the environment. Pages 1 – 76. 
PDF available at: https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-
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Assignment 1(20 %) 

Assignment 2 (20 %) 
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