
Course Title History of Law

Course Code LAW110

Course Type Compulsory

Level Undergraduate

Year / Semester 1

Teacher’s Name Dr Soteris Theocharides

ECTS 6 Lectures / week 3 Laboratories /
week

Course Purpose
and Objectives

Contributing to the legal and humanities’ education of students.

Providing knowledge of the historical evolution of law from the times of

archaic Greece and Cyprus to Rome and Byzantium.

Discussing the original concept of law and its development over time in

relation to the western legal thought. The study of the nature, origin and

historical evolution of the various forms of politics, public and private law

institutions, public administration, general principles of law, sector-specific

provisions of law, individual laws and codifications of law, were applied in

Greece, from antiquity to modern times.

Learning
Outcomes

Students will be able to:

- Explain the importance and contribution of the legal heritage of the

Greeks to the world.

- Illustrate the historical evolution of the main institutions of law from

antiquity to the present, understanding the foundations on which

they are based.

- Explain the legal evolution of private law and public law

- Analyze critically the social and political issues of antiquity and

compare them with the present conditions.

Prerequisites None Required

Course Content
The position of Cyprus as subjugated and vassal province of Assyrian,

Egyptian and Persian Empires.

The Mycenaean and Classical and Hellenistic and Byzantine Eras for

Cyprus.



The legislation of Zalefkos, of Charondas

The Spartan and Athenian Politeiae

The Rhodian Maritime Law

Roman law and the contribution throughout the years, how it influenced the

formation of the Byzantine law and influences the evolution of the law until

today.

The historical knowledge of the creation of law, the shaping and necessity

of its power as instrument of its understanding and application of the

modern world.

Development period of Ancient Greek Law - The Law of Greek antiquity -

Classical Period, fundamental principles of the Athenian constitution.

Private Law. The lack of demarcation between public and private law.

Roman law. The law of the empire. The law of the provinces. The local law.

Elements of Roman - Private Law.

Private Law. Persons, things and lawsuits.

Byzantine Law. Sources of Byzantine Law. The classification of sources -

distinction of periods - the Justinian period and the Codification.

From the Macedonians until 1204. From the fall of 1214 until the

dissolution of the Byzantine State.

Teaching
Methodology

Lectures: 20 hrs

Discussion and Tutorials: 12 hrs
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Language
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