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Upon completion of the course, students should be able:
1. to know the starting point of the theatre as a separate art form, as part of religion,
and as child of democracy;
2. to localize the most important historical stages of the development of theatre
throughout the centuries;

Course Content:

Recommended
and/or required
reading:

3. to evaluate the contribution of theatre to the new media: television and cinema.
1. The Athenian democracy: the cradle of the dramatic form:
The birth, the roots and the development of theatre as an independent art form
(tragedy, comedy, satirical drama). The students will follow the Dithyrambic song for
Dionysus. They will understand the transformation of a religious procedure to the
basic rules of a monumental creation, the theatre.
2. The Poetic of Aristotle:
The students will analyse the Poetic of Aristotle and in this way, they will be able to
realise the continuation of drama throughout the centuries.
3. Tragedy:
The students will have to deal with the works of the ancient Greek tragic poets
(Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides). They will have to be able to analyse them in
a specific way, taking into account the socio – political situation of the time, when the
pieces where written.
4. Comedy:
The students will have to deal with the works of the ancient Greek comic poet
Aristophanes. They will have to be able to analyse them in a specific way, taking into
account the socio – political situation of the time, when the pieces where written.
They will have to be able to analyse them in a specific way, taking into account the
socio – political situation of the time, when the pieces where written.
5. The Roman theatre:
Plautus, Terrenes, Seneca.
6. The Elizabethan stage, France and Germany:
The contribution of Shakespeare, Moliere and Goethe to the international theatre.
Dealing with their most characteristic plays, will bring the students nearer to this aim.
7. The revolution of Brecht:
The epic, scientific theatre of Brecht will act as a turning point towards the use of
theatre as a modern multimedia form. Finally, the students will be able to realise the
theatrical tradition and descent of television and cinema.
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The students will have to analyse a number of theatrical plays that are related to the
content of the course. The students will work individually and in small groups in order
to understand the way the dramaturge discovers the play before the performance in
order to help the director and the actors. The students will use a specific analytical
model that is based on the following criteria: general information about the history
and the philology of the dramatic text (playwright, time, place, edition, and historical
outline), short description of the text, articulation of the plot, building of the conflicts
(how the plot does grow increasingly and in which ways the conflicts unfold),
sketching the main characters and understanding their actions and thoughts,
ideological analysis, aesthetical evaluation, diachronic value.
 Coursework projects -50%:
-50%:
 Final Exam
.
For project work, students are assessed on the following:
Knowledge and understanding
Research and Analytical Skills
Presentation and Communication
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English
None

- 30%
- 40%
- 30%

